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NEWS

Join the fight to pass
tort reform.
•

Polling shows over 55% of Arkansans vote yes when they know the facts

•

Voting Yes on Issue 1 protects victims from lawyers who take more than 1/3 of a victim’s settlement

•

Voting Yes on Issue 1 allows victims and families to receive unlimited damages for lost wages, medical bills and loss of property.

•

Voting Yes on issue 1 provides common-sense limits on non-economic and punitive damages

•

Voting Yes on 1 provides a check and balance on activist judges that won’t even allow the elected
General Assembly and Governor to enact a law allowing a child who has been raped to have the support of a court-certified comfort dog when facing their rapist in court.

2018 COMMITTEES

Pulaski County Medical Society
David King, MD

Join the fight to pass tort reform. Follow this link or scan the QR code to request
materials to help pass Issue 1.

Finance Committee Chair

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DoctorsForIssue1

Nominating & Credentialing Chair

Learn more at www.YesOn1.com

Kristen Lienhart, MD
Gary Wheeler, MD
Bylaws Committee

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pulaski County Medical Exchange
Renee Montgomery, MD, President
Joe Pevahouse, MD, Treasurer
John T. Baber, MD
Francisco Batres, MD
J. K. Buchman, MD
Melissa Graham, MD
David Mego, MD

Articles represent the opinions of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect
the official policy of the PCMS or the
institution with which the author is affiliated.
Advertisements do not imply sponsorship by
or endorsement of PCMS.

pulaskicms.org

500 S. University Ave., Suite 311 | Little Rock, AR 72205
Phone: 501.687.0039 | Fax: 501.663.1737 | Email: derek@pulaskicms.org | Website: www.pulaskicms.org

1

In our world,

STAYING
SHARP
has nothing to do
with your instruments.

We strive to bring the latest theories
and practices right to our physicians through
online and in-person education and consultation.

®

svmic.com | 870.540.9161
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Society to Honor Dr. Lee Archer
Dr. Lee Archer will be honored at the 2018 Annual Meeting and Dinner to be held Thursday,
December 6, 2018 at the Clinton Presidential Center. Dr. Archer will receive the 2018 President’s
Award For a Lifetime of Outstanding Contributions to Medicine. We invite you to attend and help
us honor our recipient.

pulaskicms.org
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PCMS NEWS
Arkansas Mutual Aims to Address Rural Primary Care
Shortage with Scholarship Awards

Calendar
of events
OCTOBER 31, 2018

Webinar

Navigating the
Compliance, Risk, and
Cybersecurity Landscape
for Healthcare
Navin Balakrishnaraja for
DataMax

Zoe Weeks of Jonesboro has been awarded the $10,000 Arkansas Mutual
Medical Student Award, a scholarship for third-year medical students at the
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) who want to practice
primary care in rural Arkansas.
Weeks, a graduate of the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and the
University of Missouri-St. Louis, first pursued a career in teaching and decided
to switch to medicine after spending a summer in the Delta and seeing the
health care challenges there.
Weeks plans to return to northeast Arkansas to practice either family medicine
or pediatrics, particularly in one of Poinsett, Craighead or Jackson counties,
where her family is deeply connected: her father is a produce broker, her
mother is an agricultural entomologist, and her husband is involved in rural
agriculture.
Corey Little, president of Arkansas Mutual Insurance Co., the only medical
liability insurance provider headquartered in Arkansas, said the company
continues to commit its resources to improving rural health care in the state.
“As an Arkansas company, we’re thrilled to provide this scholarship to Zoe,”
Little said. “Her passion and commitment regarding quality health care in rural
Arkansas is exactly what Arkansas Mutual had in mind when we established
this scholarship five years ago.”
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The journey to compliance
and security goes much
further than a one-time
risk assessment. The
responsibilities of keeping
patient information secure
weigh heavier with the
onslaught of data breaches,
requiring an ongoing,
organization-wide strategy.
We’ll help identify an array
of potential risks, so you
can assess, analyze and
mitigate threats with robust
management tools. Through
adopting organization-wide
communication methods,
your organization can
navigate toward a more
secure landscape.
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Interview with Dr. Thurston Bauer
What motivated you to
choose medicine as a
career?
I wanted my work to matter every
day. I wanted to have an impact and
do something to improve the lives of
others, and I knew medicine would
give me that satisfaction. Dr. Clement
Hiebert said “True happiness comes
from squandering ourselves for a
purpose. It is then that we achieve
the fulfillment of mind, heart, and
spirit.”

Why did you choose your
specialty?
In medical school, I was enchanted
by the anatomy of the heart and
cardiopulmonary physiology. Even
when studying other organ systems,
I would find myself somehow going
back to review the heart and lungs
in relation to the other systems.
Structure, function, and the way
things work have always been
particular interests of mine, and I was
particularly attracted to cardiothoracic
surgery because it provided an
opportunity to immediately correct
a mechanical problem and provide
rapid symptom relief and reduction in
risk of mortality. When I was applying
for residencies, the integrated six
year cardiothoracic surgery training
pathway was brand-new. This
provided immediate immersion into
cardiothoracic surgery straight out
of medical school, which was very
attractive to me. What I didn’t realize
at the time, was how fortunate I was
to be starting my training at this time.
Cardiothoracic surgery is currently a
rapidly evolving field with many new
pulaskicms.org

technologies that are changing the
way we practice. I chose UNC Chapel
Hill is my training program because it
provided a very balanced approach
to CT surgery training with equal
emphasis in cardiac and thoracic
surgery as well as cardiothoracic
critical care. As a result, I am just as
comfortable performing minimally
invasive thoracic surgery as I am
implanting a left ventricular assist
device, initiating and managing
ECMO, implanting a transcatheter
heart valve, or performing complex
open cardiac operations. I enjoy the
variety.

Who are the people who
influenced you the most in
your professional life and
why?
I have been very fortunate to have
had many amazing mentors at
each step of my journey through
medical education. I have certainly
been influenced by my father who is
also a cardiothoracic surgeon and
happens to be one of my current
partners. I always had great respect
for his work and his contributions to
the healthcare of Central Arkansas,
but didn’t necessarily want to follow
in his footsteps until I experienced
cardiac surgery independent of him
as a medical student. When I joined
him and our other three partners
approximately two years ago, I knew
I was joining a very solid group of
cardiac surgeons with an excellent
collegial practice atmosphere. We
frequently discuss complicated cases
with each other to make sure we offer
the best possible care to each one of
our patients.

I have also been influenced greatly
by my patients. They show courage in
their willingness to consent to surgery
in such a short period of time. This
has led to many of them becoming
personal friends.

What advice would you give
a medical student in school
right now?
I would encourage any medical
student to consider cardiac surgery.
This field is rapidly evolving.
Honestly, there is great freedom for
cardiothoracic surgeons joining the
workforce today. You can choose
to have a well-balanced practice
with 50% thoracic surgery and 50%
cardiac surgery. You can choose to
work in academics or private practice
and be in high demand in either.
Further, there is a predicted shortage
of cardiovascular surgeons with an
increase in demand by 46%. We
are already seeing the effectiveness
with increasing demand in the past
few years. For instance, the average
salary for a cardiothoracic surgeon
has increased 23% in three years.
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PCMS NEWS
THE FOLLOWING ARE PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE BYLAWS
OF THE PULASKI COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
All highlighted areas in this column are words that have been omitted
in the proposed wording

added to the proposed change

Current Wording
ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

Proposed Wording
ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP, 2.2
Emeritus Membership

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP, 2.2
Emeritus Membership

The purpose of this Society shall be to promote and preserve the highest
standards of medical care and medical ethics; to conserve and protect the
public health of the community; and to foster and guard the professional
interests of its members.
Emeritus membership in this Society is available to members in good
standing who have attained age seventy or who have fully retired from the
practice of medicine, or who have completed forty-five years of active
membership. A member approved by the Board of Directors for Emeritus
status may elect to accept the honor or may continue as an Active Member.
ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP, 3
Application for Membership

Applicants for membership in this Society must complete the appropriate
application form provided by the Credentials Committee. Applications for
Active Membership must be accompanied by the current dues. Applicants
shall be listed in the Society bulletin and referred to the Credentials
Committee for its recommendation and study. The Credentials Committee
will report to the Board of Directors, which shall, by majority vote, either
grant or deny membership in the Society.
ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP, 8.5
Disbursement of Funds

No money shall be disbursed from the Society’s funds for any public fundraising drive or political campaign. Members shall contribute to such causes
at their discretion.
Any motion requiring disbursement from the Society’s funds other than
budgeted funds shall be submitted to the Board of Directors for
approval.
ARTICLE V. OFFICERS section 3.5SECRETARY/TREASURER

The Secretary/Treasurer shall oversee the recording and maintaining of
minutes of all meetings of the Society. He shall oversee the custodianship of
records and papers of the Society. He shall work with the Executive Director
to keep an accurate list of all members of the Society and shall perform other
secretarial duties as the Society may require. He shall oversee all financial
accounts, funds and securities of the Society. He shall oversee the deposit of
Society funds in such depositories as he shall determine subject to the
approval of the Board of Directors. He shall have the responsibility of
overseeing the maintenance of adequate books and accounts for the Society
and shall work with the Executive Director to have such books and accounts
audited annually by a Certified Public Accountant. He shall serve as a
member of the Board of Directors and as the Chairman of the Finance
Committee.
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All highlighted areas in this column are words that have been

The purpose of this Society shall be to provide member support
and service, be involved in community public health policy, and
providing that the medical society is well positioned to support
its goals.
Emeritus membership in this Society is available to active
members in good standing who have attained age seventy or who
have fully retired from the practice of medicine, or who have
completed forty- five years of active membership. A member
approved by the Board of Directors for Emeritus status may elect
to accept the honor or may continue as an Active Member.
ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP, 3
Application for Membership

Applicants for membership in this Society must complete the
appropriate application. Applications for Active Membership must
be accompanied by the current dues. The Credentials Committee
will report to the Board of Directors, which shall, by majority vote,
either grant or deny membership in the Society.
ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP, 8.5
Disbursement of Funds

Any motion requiring disbursement from the Society’s funds
other than budgeted funds shall be submitted to the Board of
Directors for approval.

ARTICLE V. OFFICERS section 3.5SECRETARY/TREASURER

The Secretary/Treasurer shall oversee the recording and
maintaining of minutes of all meetings of the Society. He shall
oversee the custodianship of records and papers of the Society. He
shall work with the Executive Director to keep an accurate list of all
members of the Society and shall perform other secretarial duties as
the Society may require. He shall oversee all financial accounts,
funds and securities of the Society. He shall oversee the deposit of
Society funds in such depositories as he shall determine subject to
the approval of the Board of Directors. He shall have the
responsibility of overseeing the maintenance of adequate books and
accounts for the Society and shall work with the Executive Director
to have such books and accounts audited, reviewed, or within
agreed upon procedures annually by a Certified Public Accountant.
He shall serve as a member of the Board of Directors and as the
Chairman of the Finance Committee.
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ARTICLE VII. EMPLOYEES: Section 1.1

ARTICLE VII. EMPLOYEES: Section 1.1

4. Assist the Finance Committee in preparing an annual budget and in
obtaining an annual audit of the Society’s books and accounts.

4. Assist the Finance Committee in preparing an annual budget
and in obtaining an annual audit, review, or agreed upon
procedure of the Society’s books and accounts.

number 4

ARTICLE VIII. COMMITTEES: Section 1.3Finance Committee

The Finance Committee shall be composed of the Secretary/Treasurer who
shall act as Chairman, Past Secretary/Treasurer and at least three members
appointed annually by the President. The Finance Committee shall be
responsible for reporting the results of the annual audit of the Society’s
books and accounts to the Board of Directors. With the assistance of the
Executive Director, the committee shall prepare and submit a budget for
the ensuing year to the Board of Directors. It shall assist the
Secretary/Treasurer in the general supervision of the financial affairs of the
Society.
ARTICLE XI. AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the
members voting at a regular or special meeting of the Society. Proposed

amendments shall be mailed to all members at least thirty days before the
vote on such amendments is taken.

number 4

ARTICLE VIII. COMMITTEES: Section 1.3Finance Committee

The Finance Committee shall be composed of the
Secretary/Treasurer who shall act as Chairman, Past
Secretary/Treasurer and at least three members appointed
annually by the President. The Finance Committee shall be
responsible for reporting the results of the annual audit, review, or
agreed upon procedures of the Society’s books and accounts to the
Board of Directors. With the assistance of the Executive Director,
the committee shall prepare and submit a budget for the ensuing
year to the Board of Directors. It shall assist the
Secretary/Treasurer in the general supervision of the financial
affairs of the Society.
ARTICLE XI. AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended by the affirmative vote of twothirds of the board of directors voting at a regular or special
board meeting of the Society.
Proposed amendments shall be communicated to all board members
at least thirty days before the vote on such amendments is taken.

2018 Annual Business Meeting Notifications
PCMS Bylaws state “The slate of candidates shall be presented to the Board of Directors for approval
and shall be mailed to all members prior to the Annual Business Meeting”. It also says “bylaws may be
amended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members voting at a regular or special meeting of the
Society. Proposed amendments shall be mailed to all members at least thirty days before the vote on such
amendments is taken”.
Pulaski County Medical Society Nominees:

Pulaski County Medical Exchange Nominees:

Officer Nominees:
Joshua Chance, MD Kay Chandler, MD W. David King, MD Amir Qureshi, MD -

President -		
Vice President -		
Secretary/Treasurer -

President
President-Elect
Vice President
Immediate Past President

Nominees for Board of Directors (2 year term)
Chad Rodgers, MD
Renee Montgomery, MD
Dana Abraham, MD

pulaskicms.org

Joe Pevahouse, MD
John Baber, MD
Derek Rudkin, CAE

Nominees for Board of Directors:
Francisco Batres, MD
J. K. Buchman, MD
Melissa Graham, MD
David Mego, MD
Renee Montgomery, MD
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CHRIS CATE, MD, WILL JOIN:
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